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A plant operator carries out final stages of the work to protect the Banff Bridge piers.
AS CARS and lorries trundled across Banff Bridge 
in recent months, most drivers would have been 
oblivious to the vital work going on in the river 
beneath them.

Since the beginning of November, a small team 
of hardy plant operators have been working away 
through snow and temperatures as low as -15°C to 
safeguard the bridge.

They have painstakingly placed thousands of 
tonnes of huge rocks around its piers to ensure that 
the vital A98 Fraserburgh to Fochabers road link 
across the River Deveron remains open for many 
years to come.

Built in 1780, the piers were in danger of being 
washed away to the point of making the bridge 
unsafe. Years of heavy spates and strong tides had 
taken their toll, and emergency work to repair the 
category A-listed structure had to be carried out by 
a team of divers last year.

However, the threat of lengthy detours for 
motorists, even simply between Banff and Macduff, 
has been removed by the success of the £260,000 
maintenance scheme, which was completed at the 
end of last week.

Alan Miller, director of the project’s contractor, 
Miller Plant, based near Inverurie, was contract 
manager for the job, and this week he praised his 
“highly skilled” plant operators and their ability 
to deal with extremely tough weather conditions 
which delayed completion of the work by a few 
weeks.

“This was quite a unique job, and it demanded 

really experienced guys who knew what they were 
doing,” Mr Miller told ‘The Banffshire Journal’. 

“They worked away through most of the heavy 
snow and temperatures that plunged as low as 
-15°C while they were operating in the middle of the 
river, often in the dark.

“On occasions they had to use blow torches to 
unfreeze the machinery’s fuel caps so that they 
could fill up with diesel.

“One of the men lives in Cuminestown, but two 
of them were travelling from Banchory, which took 
them two hours each way when the snow was bad.

CAUSEWAY
“The job was a bit of an unknown at the start. 

The men first had to build themselves a causeway 
to get to and from the piers.

“After a few weeks they knew where everything 
was under the water, and the holes that needed 
to be filled in. They also created markers to keep 
them on the causeway.”

Mr Miller said the men used a loader shuttle, a 
25-tonne dump truck and two 360 degree excavators 
on the job. After putting thousands of tonnes of 
rocks in place, they pumped concrete around the 
piers to prevent any further scouring. Rocks now 
stretch four metres upstream and two metres 
downstream of the piers.

“Without these repairs, the bridge would 
eventually be sitting on nothing,” he added. “It is 
a vital bridge; there would be some upheaval if it 
was closed.”

A second programme of work will be carried out 
in the summer in an effort to control sediment on 
the river bed around the bridge.

Turning back 
the tide of time
at Banff Bridge

By GRAHAM CRAWFORD

PEOPLE in Scotland have 
always taken an immense 
amount of pride in the 
influence that their country 
has had in shaping the 
modern world and the 
innovations that Scottish 
pioneers have made.

Advances such as 
logarithms and television, 
penicillin and radar, to name 
but a few, have transformed 
the world and can trace their 

Wind of change set to make 
Scotland a global player
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roots to these shores.

These achievements are 
rightly given great emphasis in 
Scotland, but just as important 
for Scotland’s future are the 
innovations that are still to come. 
The Scottish economy, like that 
of any developed country, relies 
on people creating technological 
and scientific advances which 
can then form the basis of 
commercial success. And it is 
in the renewable energy sector, 
perhaps more than any other, 
which Scotland has the potential 
to be a world leader, with all the 
jobs and economic benefits that 
brings with it.

With 25% of Europe’s offshore 
wind and tidal energy potential, 
and 10% of Europe’s wave energy 
potential, the quantity of clean, 
green energy that Scotland could 
produce is immense. Yet just as 
important economically is the 
potential to export technology 
and expertise that being a world 
leader in the field allows.

That is why it was so 
heartening to see that Chinese 

vice-premier Li Keqiang chose 
to start his recent visit to the UK 
in Scotland, where he attended 
a presentation on Scotland’s 
offshore renewables technology 
and visited Pelamis Wave 
Power in Edinburgh. A number 
of lucrative trade agreements 
were signed during the visit, but 
more than anything it was a clear 
demonstration of Scotland’s role 
as a world leader in offshore 
renewables technology.

DELEGATIONS
Much of the credit for the visit 

must go to the First Minister, 
thanks to the delegations he has 
led to China, seeking to encourage 
greater business and cultural 
ties between China and Scotland. 
The potential that the Chinese 
and other international markets 
offer to Scottish businesses 
that are at the forefront of new 
developments is immense, and 
in the current economic climate, 
it is more important than ever 
that this potential is realised.

These opportunities are 

important not just for Scotland as 
a whole, but specifically for Banff 
and Buchan. With Peterhead 
having been designated as a key 
hub for the developing offshore 
renewables industry, there is real 
potential for the local economy to 
benefit from future trade deals. 
Just as the oil and gas industry 
has seen expertise from Scotland 
exported around the world, 
there is the real possibility for 
Scotland’s offshore renewables 
industry to follow suit in time.

Perhaps even more than the 
welcome gift of a breeding pair 
of pandas to Edinburgh Zoo, that 
could be the real legacy of the 
vice-premier’s visit.

WITH Parliament now 
back from its Christmas 

break, I am adjusting to the 
new challenges of life on the 
backbenches.

I am now a member of the 
Standards, Procedures and 
Public Appointments Committee 
and the Rural Affairs and 
Environment Committee.

The Rural Affairs Committee in 
particular will give me a welcome 
chance to be involved in matters 
of key importance to many of the 
communities I represent.

While it may only be a matter 
of weeks until Holyrood dissolves 
for the coming election, I intend 
to continue to speak up strongly 
for the fishing industry, farmers 
and the rural economy in Banff 
and Buchan in the time that 
remains.


